Jim Scarsella

847 Washington Rd.

Grosse Pointe, Michigan 48230
313-220-5077

www.jimscarsella.com
email:woodart@jimscarsella.com
Carving Supply Sources
MDI Woodcarvers Supply

Stump Cutters, Mini Stump Cutter Sets, 
800-866-5728



Small Tapered Mini Paper Cartridge Rolls, www.mdiwoodcarvers.com

Pfingst Micro Sander, Kutzall Bits

Wood Carvers Supply

Mastercarver Micro-Pro (Micro Motors)
800-284-6229

www.woodcarverssupply.com
Rio Grande



Lynx Round Burs (all sizes)   
Tools & Equipment   


3M Radial Bristle Discs
800-545-6566

www.riogrande.com
Craft Supplies USA


NSK Presto High Speed Carver 
800-551-8876

 

Carbide Carving Bits
www.woodturnerscatalog.com
Christian J. Hummul Company
3M Radial Bristle Discs, Stump Cutters  
800-762-0235

www.hummul.com
Packard Woodworks Inc. 

Mastercarver Micro-Pro (Micro Motors)



800-683-8876



Woodburning Supplies 

www.packardwoodworks.com
References:

Woodcarving Magazine, “Choosing Power Carving Bits”, Fall 2009 Issue #48, Editors
http://www.woodcarvingillustrated.com/tools-and-tips/choosing-power-carving-bits.html
Wood Magazine, “Power-Carving Bits”

http://www.woodmagazine.com/woodworking-plans/routing/power-carving-bits/
Topics
Preferred Wood

I prefer the “soft hardwoods”. They are strong and hold fine detail yet fairly easy to power carve.
1. Cherry
2. Walnut
3. Soft Maple (Red Maple, Silver Maple)
4. Sycamore

5. Box Elder
Turning for Carving: Things to Consider

1. Shape 

2. Areas of extra material? 
3. How to start and terminate carving?

4. Overall Wall Thickness (consider depth of relief)
5. Grain orientation. Depending on carving pattern can affect strength of fine detail.

Dust Collection

1. Dust Bee Gone Mask (woven polyester filter fabric, washable & lasts indefinitely)

Loops

Positioning Work & Comfort

Pillows, Beanbags, Old Towels

Patterns: Vyco Board (Pattern Material), cuts easily with Exacto knife, molds easily, a bit expensive. Available at many sources on-line.
NSK Presto High Speed Carver

1. Air turbine operated

2. Compact- hand piece measures 5/8" diameter by 4 1/4" long 

3. 1.5 cfm required- works on most compressors 3/4 h.p. or higher

4. 1/6” Shank Bits

5. 320,000 rpm operating speed @ 35 psi, 400,000 rpm @ 40 psi

6. Oil-less operation

7. Quick Changing Coupler

8. Short Carbide Bits Rated for High Speed 

9. Blows away debris making work easier to see

10. Clean with mild steel

11. Preferred Bits:

a. Round Cutters

b. Round End Tapered Fissure Cutter

Power Carving Units

Micro Motors - Mastercarver Micropro

1. From under $100 - $1,500

2. Compact- hand 

3. 3/32” or 1/8” Shank Bits

4. 35,000 to 50,000 rpm operating speed 

5. Quick Changing Coupler

6. Huge selection of bits

Shaft Driven Tools

1. Fordom

2. Appprox 15,000 rpm

3. Require tools to change bits

4. Powerful, high torque Machines

5. Take multiple size bits (3/32” to ¼” shafts)

6. Vibration!!

7. Loud

Stump Cutters: Useful Shapes
1. Can alter shape by grinding
2. Round
3. Flame
4. Bud

5. Rounded Cylinder Mini Stump Cutter Set (MDI 21-Set 35)
6. Pointed Cone Mini Stump Cutter Set (MDI 21-Set 39)
7. Clean by running in a brass brush
Sanding Tips

1. Pfingst Micro Sander

2. 3M Radial Bristle Discs (Stack 5-6)

3. Small Tapered Mini Paper Cartridge Rolls

4. Ruby, and Ceramic Bits 

5. Diamond Bits (inexpensive, come in sets with multiple shapes)

6. 3M Foam Tape (2 Sided)

7. Round Punches (Scrapbooking)

8. Emory Boards 

Woodburning Tips
1. Units

a. Variable Heat Control

b. 100 Watts or higher

c. Colwood- Olympiad

d. Burnmaster- Hawk or Eagle
e. Detail Master-Sabre IV or Excalibur 
2. Writing Tips
a. Fixed Tips

b. Flexible Cords 

c. Skew Tip (Keep Sharp)

d. Ball Tips

3. Clean with Brass Brush

4. Toothbrush

5. Small fan to clear smoke- not on tip
India Ink (Speedball): Deeper black
Tandy Dye: USMC Black
